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Oct. 17: Army chief Gen. Manuel Murillo Gonzalez told reporters that about 40% of the country's
rebel forces have been eliminated in the past two years. This, he said, "disproves the sophism
that...the armed forces are incapable of getting rid of the guerrillas." Murillo affirmed that the
rebels, in search of "notoriety," are leaving their strongholds and thus allowing themselves to be
captured or killed. Oct. 19: The Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator (Coordinadora Guerrillera
Simon Bolivar, CGSB) rebel organization commenced an offensive in 11 departments. The rebels
blocked main highways and threatened to destroy public transportation vehicles that continue
to operate. Oct. 21: In response to the rebel offensive, which to date has resulted in the deaths
of more than 50 people and the burning of about 15 buses, President Cesar Gaviria announced
creation of a Permanent Security Council (Consejo Permanente de Seguridad, CPS) to "analyze
the public security situation and adopt measures to confront the guerrilla offensive." The CPS
made up of the ministers of the Interior, Defense, Transportation, and top military and police
leaders will oversee a network of regional security councils. In addition, Gaviria announced plans
to create nine specialized anti-kidnapping units and six army battalions for the fight against rebel
insurgents. The government has also allocated an extra two billion pesos (about US$2.8 million)
over the last two months to strengthen regional security forces. Gaviria said the rebel forces
are "nothing more than a band of rabid dogs which attack anything in their path that moves."
In a communique, the CGSB accused the government of declaring "total war" by unilaterally
refusing to resume peace negotiations. Although the talks were originally scheduled to resume
Oct. 31, the government has refused to participate, citing increased rebel violence since August.
The statement said the CGSB would hold a "trial" against the government for its responsibility
for the consequences of suspending further negotiations. The supreme court annulled an order
for the arrest of the principal leaders of former 19 of April Movement (M-19) rebel group. The
arrest warrant had recently been issued by an anonymous or "faceless" judge. The arrest warrant
charged the leaders with responsibility for the events at the Palace of Justice in November 1985,
when more than 100 people were killed. The M-19 leaders were granted amnesty for all crimes
committed prior to 1990 when they signed a peace agreement with the government. (See NotiSur
06/30/92 for most recent previous coverage.) Oct. 22: The government reiterated its rejection of
any possibility of resuming peace talks with the rebels due to their continued offensive, which the
government claims is intended to pressure the government to resume peace negotiations with
the rebels. Representatives of urban transportation workers told reporters they were considering
placing their vehicles under government control because they are no longer willing to assume
the risk of being killed or having their vehicles destroyed by rebels. Dozens of private and public
buses and vehicles have been burned on the streets of major cities each day since the beginning
of the offensive. In addition to the transportation system, the rebels have targeted the country's
oil and electricity infrastructures, municipal and departmental government buildings and police
officers and police outposts. Oct. 24: In a speech in the town of La Dorada, Gaviria justified recent
measures to bolster the country's security forces by saying, "The country must take into account that
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the possibility of political solution is increasingly remote, and that there is no other route but the
strengthening of our security forces, our armed forces, to prepare them to face the challenge of the
violence." He added that he continues to "hold a small hope that something could come from the
political route." Oct 30: Presidential peace and national security advisor Ricardo Santamaria told
reporters that continued violent attacks against the civilian population over the past weeks prohibits
the government from resuming peace negotiations. He said the government would consider the
possibility of renewed dialogue "when the subversives sign a cease-fire, end all abductions" and
agree to an a priori agenda. He said that since the suspension of negotiations in Tlaxcala (Mexico)
last May, the rebels have been responsible for approximately 110 abductions and more than 150
attacks against the country's public service and oil infrastructure. Nov. 3: According to an official
government communique, the Interior and Defense Ministers met with the governors of the
country's 33 departments to discuss the public security situation. As a result of the meeting, the
government decided to dismiss the possibility of further peace negotiations as well as the proposal
to conduct regional dialogues (see NotiSur 10/13/92). Nov. 6: According to officials of the stateowned oil company Ecopetrol, CGSB rebels bombed a section of the Colombia oil pipeline near
Zaragoza, about 320 km. north of Bogota, destroying it completely and spilling approximately 5,000
barrels of crude into a nearby river. The 480-km. long Colombia pipeline transports about 100,000
barrels of crude daily between the north central city of Bosconia and Barrancabermeja, the main oil
port located 200 km. north of Bogota. Earlier in the week, rebels attacked the Cano Limo-Covenas
pipeline, the nation's most important, for the 34th time this year. Msgr. Pedro Rubiano, president of
the Colombian Bishops Council, called on the government to take a "firm hand" in dealing with the
rebels. He also warned the rebels that the Catholic Church will refuse to mediate any future peace
dialogues if the rebels don't show their peaceful intentions by laying down their arms. According
to local authorities in Carmen del Atrato, Choco department, CGSB rebels bombed the country's
principal copper mine, destroying buildings, equipment, and some homes. According to Carmen
del Atrato mayor Alberto Sanchez, as a result, the mine will be closed for at least a year. Nov. 7:
According to National Police chief Gen. Miguel Gomez Padilla, rebels killed 26 police officers during
a 7- hour attack on the Orito oil field, located in the jungle near the Ecuadoran border. They attacked
the police, who were patrolling the field, with hand grenades and automatic weapons. Police blamed
rebels for the detonation of 11 small bombs at Bogota banks. Extensive material damages were
reported, as well as one person injured. In a televised address, Gaviria denounced the rebels for
their continued violence and vowed to take a tough stance against them. "One cannot make peace
with those who have abandoned the ideal of revolution for a juicy bank account based on [revenues
from] kidnapping, drug trafficking, extortion and murder," he added. During the night, bomb
attacks were reported in Bogota, Medellin, Cucuta, Armenia, Pereira, Turbo and other cities. A
bomb in a Medellin bank killed two people and wounded three. In La Ceja, near Medellin, four
bombs exploded in bank offices, killing two people and wounding 15. Nov. 8: According to police,
about 30 bombs exploded at various points throughout Bogota, killing at least nine people and
wounding about 60. President Gaviria called an emergency meeting of his Security Council and
cabinet. Gaviria announced imposition of a 90-day nationwide state of emergency. Under the state
of emergency, the government can resort to special powers in the fight against violence sponsored
by rebels and narcotraffickers. Gaviria also announced the freezing of bank accounts belonging
to individuals suspected of involvement with the rebels, financial rewards for the capture of rebel
leaders, an end to government contracts for companies which pay "war taxes" to rebels, and the
creation of two new punishable crimes: providing aid to rebels and failing to denounce guerrilla
activity. Nov. 10: Communications Minister William Jaramillo announced additional government
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measures under the state of emergency, including a ban on broadcasting or printing any report from
insurgent groups or criminal organizations with ties to the drug trade or to terrorist groups; a ban
on identifying in any public medium a witness to acts of sedition, attacks, kidnapping, extorsion or
drug-related terrorism; and a prohibition on interviews with active members of rebel organizations,
terrorists or individuals linked to drug trafficking. Jaramillo said, "One of the basic reasons behind
the adoption of these measures is that guerrilla groups and drug terrorists have used some media
to work against the action of the authorities, to make excuses for the violence, justify their criminal
actions and fuel social confusion and anxiety." [Sources: Inter Press Service, 10/22/92; Associated
Press, 11/02/92, 11/06-08/92; Spanish news service EFE, 10/21/92, 10/22/92, 10/26/92, 10/28/92,
11/03/92, 11/06-08/92; Agence France-Presse, 10/17/92, 10/22/92, 10/24/92, 10/26/92, 10/30/92,
11/02/92, 11/03/92, 11/08-10/92]
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